
Friends, 

  

Many of you probably heard that there was a major outage of Zoom on Sunday morning at the most 

inopportune time-- right when many churches were starting their online worship services. 

  

Apparently, when they tuned in to watch a worship service, some people were able to see video of 

the service but had no sound, while others had sound but no video--just a totally black screen. Others 

couldn't connect at all. In short, it was a mess. 

  

I can only imagine the frustration and stress that all the pastors and worship leaders-- not to mention 

viewers-- went through dealing with those technical issues. I know it's sometimes been a challenge 

for myself and others to do virtual worship even when there are no technical issues at all. 

  

The challenges of having to do church virtually can remind us a little of the challenges many 

Christians throughout the ages have dealt with in trying to worship together. Many Christians have not 

had church buildings where they could go worship, but instead had to worship at home, often with no 

seating, and young children running around or other distractions. For most of church history, people 

have worshiped with no hymnals to sing from or Bibles to read. Rather, they had to make do the best 

they could with what they had, perhaps with one or two copies of a hymnal, prayer book, or Bible. 

Often people have had to worship in secret with no supplies of any kind, in places where Christianity 

has been illegal. This continues around the world today. 

  

The fact that we can worship together in person, with everything we need (when we're not going 

through a time such as this) is a great achievement. We are truly blessed to be able to do this every 

Sunday. I think this time can help us appreciate the gift of freely being able to worship together. But 

even more than that, I think it can help us remember that we're not so different than many of 

our sisters and brothers throughout the ages who have faced similar challenges as we do in this 

moment of not having an ideal worship arrangement. 

  

Keep the faith, 

Pastor Jordan 

 


